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enforcement
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Approach the initial 
assessment by 
blaming the victim
for the violence:

GOOD PRACTICES

– “had he been drinking?”
– “but is he jealous? did you 
provoke him?”
– “are you really sure of 
what you are saying?”
– “why did you agree to 
meet him?”
– “if you go to those parties 
what do you expect?”

Listening attentively 
and without prejudice 
to the woman’s story, 
accepting her
all the elements 
without shifting the 
responsability
on to her.

GOOD PRACTICES
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GOOD PRACTICES

Listen to the account of partner 
violence with the same attention 
and attitude as for other crimes.
Consider that the stereotypes 
of the dominant culture that 
privileges men over women act 
through each one of us also 
unconsciously.  Train to recognise 
the dynamics of violence and 
the difficulties women have in 
reporting it.
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Recall the primacy 
of the family over 
women, highlighting
the father’s role as 
head of the family 
or emphasise an 
alleged ‘marital 
obligation’:

– “nothing happened, the important
thing is that peace returns to the family”.
– “these things happen in couples”.
– “what‘s a slap from your husband?” 
– “in your/their culture it is normal”.
– “what do you mean you were raped
by your husband?” 
– “what do you mean you were raped
by your boyfriend?”
– “are you really sure you want to get
him into trouble?”
– “he is still the father of your children: 
haven’t you thought of the negative 
consequences?

Justify a culture
of control in 
relationships, shift 
the discourse from
violence to the 
conflict, minimising 
the seriousness of 
the facts:

– “’so much fuss over a slap’
– “but what had she done?”
– “these are matters for 
the couple, they are private 
things”.
– “he does it for her own good”
– “but what was she doing 
alone at that hour?”
– “of course, on the road
violence is normal...’
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No violence
can be
justified.

Recognise
violence that 
occurs within 
emotional 
relationships 
and family 
relationships.

Put respect for and the
integrity of women at
the centre, whatever the type
of relationship with the man 
accused of violence.
Consider that violence
destroys the sense of trust
and makes it impossible to deal 
with and overcome conflicts in 
intimate relationships.
Recognise the violence related 
to the control of men over 
women also in the context
of separations.

Receive the 
story of violence 
without 
judgement, 
remaining
on the facts.
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